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VICTORIA is bracing for a 
dangerous storm that will batter 
the state, dumping three months’ 
rain in three days. 

An army of 5000 State Emer- 
gency Service volunteers was 
standing by, as experts warned the 
downpour could match the rain 
produced by the cyclones that 
ravaged north Queensland. 
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“It poses a threat to life,” 
weather bureau senior meteorol- 
ogist Scott Williams said. 

“There will be a massive 
amount of lightning, there will be 
roads cut, floodwaters.” 

Severe weather, flood-watch 
and thunderstorm warnings were 
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issued for the entire state, vast 
areas of which could be at risk of 
being completely cut off. 

Sporting events and festivals 
were among a growing list of 
events that have been cancelled or 
postponed, amid fears of flash 
flooding and road closures. 

The freak weather, as a fierce 
low pressure-system slams into a 
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‘Felix; 8, places sandbags at the Royal Brighton 
Yacht Club. Picture: DAVID CAIRD 


stifling layer of hot air, is predict- 
ed to outdo anything seen in Mel- 
bourne since 2005, and in 
regional Victoria since 2010. 
Premier Daniel Andrews 
urged Victorians to be ready. 
“This will be a very challenging 
period for our state and we will be 
able to deal with those challenges 
because of the bravery, the 


training of our emergency servi- 
ces,” Mr Andrews said. 

“And I hope for common sense 
and good judgment from all Vic- 
torians,” he said. 

“Please listen to those warn- 
ings. Heed them. That is the best 
thing that you can do to keep 
yourself and your family safe.” 
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